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EVANGELISM  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

INTRODUCTION 

The  great  theme  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  the  coming  of 
Christian  power  and  Its  demonstration  in  the  building  of  the  Church. 
How  Christ's  great  commission  begins  to  be  realized  through  the 
action  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  dedicated  lives  of  the  apostles 

and  the  enthusiasm  of  their  converts  is  the  dramatic  history  Luke, 
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inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  gives  us  In  this  letter  to  Theophllus. 

Acts  is  also  the  Inspired  account  of  the  Advent,  Mission  and 
Operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.   It  records  the  Pentecostal  coming 
of  the  Spirit  (ch  2),  the  refilling  of  the  apostles  with  the  Spirit 
(A: 23-31),  the  sin  of  lying  against  the  Spirit  (5:1-11),  the 
reception  of  the  Spirit  by  the  Samaritans  (8:14-17),  the  guidance 
of  Philip  by  the  Spirit  (13:1-4),  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  at 
the  Jerusalem  council  (15:28),  the  guidance  of  Paul  in  his  work 
by  the  Spirit  (16:6,7),  the  reception  of  the  Spirit  by  the  Ephesian 
disciples  (19:1-6),  the  predictions  by  the  Spirit  of  the  fortunes 
of  Paul  (20:22,23,21:11),  the  appointment  of  bishops  by  the  Spirit 

(20:28),  and  the  claim  of  inspiration  for  Isaiah  (6:9-10).  Acts 

2 
has  rightly  been  called  "The  Acts  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

This  book  is  to  the  Gospels  what  the  fruit  is  to  the  tree 

that  bears  it.   In  the  Gospels  we  see  the  corn  of  wheat  falling 
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into  the  ground  and  dying.   In  the  Acts  we  see  it  bringing  forth 
much  fruit.  There  we  see  Christ  purchasing  the  Church  with  His 
own  blood:  here  we  see  the  Church,  so  purchased,  rising  into 
actual  existence;  first  among  the  Jews  of  Palestine,  and  next 
among  the  surrounding  Gentiles,  until  it  gains  a  footing  in  the 
great  capital  of  the  ancient  world  -  sweeping  majectically  from 
Jerusalem  to  Rome.   Nor  is  this  book  of  less  value  as  an  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Epistles  which  follow  it,  than  as  a  Sequel  to  the 
Gospels  which  precede  it.   For  without  this  history  the  Epistles 
of  the  New  Testament  would  in  no  respect  be  what  they  now  are, 
and  would  in  a  number  of  places  be  scarcely  intelligible. 

F.W.  Canfield  has  said,  "The  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  not  simply  a  doctrine  of  the  Christian  religion;  it  is  the 
doctrine  in  which  all  doctrine  culminates.   It  is  the  doctrine 
which  makes  the  other  doctrines  really  doctrines  of  revelation. 
Only  from  that  point  of  view  does  discussion  of  it  lead  to  fruit- 
ful results." 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  person.  Designations  proper  to  persona- 
lity are  given  Him  (Comforter,  Instructor,  Patron,  Guide,  Advocate). 
His  name  is  mentioned  in  immediate  connection  with  other  persons, 
and  in  such  a  way  to  imply  His  own  personality  (Acts  15:28).  He 
performs  acts  proper  to  personality  (Acts  2:4;  8:29;  10:19,20; 
13:2;  16:6,7).  He  is  affected  as  a  person  by  the  acts  of  others 
(Acts  5:3,4,9;  7:51).  He  manifests  himself  in  visible  form  as 

distinct  from  the  Father  and  Son,  yet  in  direct  connection  with 
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personal  acts  performed  by  them  (Luke  3:21,22). 

3.   Jamieson,  Fausset,  Brown.   COMMENTARY  ON  THE  WHOLE  BIBLE. 
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Evangelism  Is  to  bear  witness  to  the  Gospel  with  soul  aflame, 
and  to  teach  and  preach  with  the  express  purpose  of  making  disci- 
ples of  those  who  hear.  To  evangelize  is  to  bear  witness  with  soul 
aflame.  The  inner  drive  which  we  call  passion  is  basic  in  evange- 
lism.  It  shows  itself  in  a  burning  concern  which  burns  in  the 
heart  of  the  Christian  as  it  seeks  to  consume  all  dross  and  every 
impurity.   It  burns  until  every  other  ambition  gives  way  and  the 
one  predominant  desire  is  to  bring  men  to  know  Christ  as  Saviour. 
V/hen  one  is  thus  impelled,  he  goes  out  to  labor  not  as  a  servant, 

but  as  a  son.  There  is  no  clear  definition  of  evangelism  apart 

5 
from  this  passion. 
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I.  THE  CHURCH  IN  JERUSALEM  (Acts  1-8) 

CHAPTER  ONE  -  THE  PROMISE  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.2  -  The  Holy  Spirit  gave  instructions  through  Luke 

V.5  -  The  Holy  Spirit  baptizes 

V.8  -  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  power 

V.16-  The  Holy  Spirit  spoke  through  David 

Christianity  is  a  religion  that  is  full  of  promises.  Possibly 
the  greatest  of  these  promises  is  when  Christ  says,  "if  I  go  away, 
I  will  send  HIM  unto  you."  It  is  this  HIM  which  is  central  In  the 
book  of  Acts.  This  HIM  of  which  Christ  Jesus  makes  reference  to 
is  the  Holy  Spirit.   In  his  proper  perspective  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  be  the  only  power  by  which  a  disciple  of  Jesus  can  function 
effectively  at  all.   It  is  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (through  the  Father) 
that  one  comes  to  Jesus  in  the  first  place  (John  6:44,63).  It  is 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Christian  maturation  takes  place  (Acts  6:7; 
9L31;  12:24;  16:5;  19:20;  28:30,31).  And  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  one  dies  (Acts  7:54-60). 

The  entire  life  process  is  made  possible  by  this  promise  made 
to  the  Christians  remaining  until  the  Lord  comes  again.  The  promise 
was  made  by  Jesus  that  not  only  was  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  the 
comforting  agent  but  he  was  to  be  the  empowering  agent  also  (Acts  1:8), 
"BUT"  marks  the  opposition  between  what  was  denied  to  the  disciples 
on  the  one  hand,  and  what  was  to  be  granted  to  them  on  the  other. 
"POWER"  (efficiency)  designates  every  needful  qualification  to 
render  them  efficient  in  their  apostolic  sphere.   (See  Luke  24:49). 
The  power  of  working  miracles  is  included  but  does  not  exhaust  the 
idea.   "WHEN  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT"  -  this  clause  designates  the  time 
when  they  should  receive  this  power,  as  well  as  the  source  of  it. 


The  result  was  that  they  were  to  be  Christ's  disciples. 

Jesus  here  announces  the  program  which  Is  carried  out  In  Acts. 
To  reach  the  utmost  or  last  part  of  the  earth  Involves  passing 
through  all  the  parts  that  intervene . 

The  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit  In  relation  to  the  believer 
and  the  world  of  God  may  be  summed  up  in  three  words;  illumination, 
application,  and  appropriation.   He  supplies  illumination  by  re- 
vealing its  meaning  to  us.  He  makes  application  by  convicting  us 
of  our  condition  in  the  light  of  its  truth.  He  inspires  appropria- 
tion by  quickening  its  promises  to  challenge  our  faith. 

The  late  Dr.  J.  McKee  Adams,  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  made  a  statement  on  the 
distinction  of  the  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit.   He  said  in  effect, 
"God  the  Father  is  the  originating  cause;  God  the  Son  is  the 
mediating  cause;  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  effecting  cause." 
In  the  book  of  Acts  it  will  take  the  student  only  a  moment  to 
discover  the  great  effect  the  Holy  Spirit  has  upon  Christ's  disci- 
ples.  In  Acts  is  seen  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit  made,  ful- 
filled, and  appropriated. 

CHAPTER  TWO  -  PREPARATION  FOR  THE  COMING  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.4  -  Outpouring  of  the  Holy  Apirit 

v.A  -  The  Holy  Spirit  Guided  their  speech 

V.17-  Reference  to  Old  Testament  prophecy  of  Joel  2:28-32 

V.18  -  The  Holy  Spirit  causes  men  to  speak 

V.33  -  Receiving  the  promised  Holy  Spirit 

Verse  one  plays  a  most  important  part  of  this  chapter.   These 

people  were  aware  that  something  special  was  about  to  take  place. 

6.  Lenski,  RCH.   THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  Minneapolis : Augsburg 
Publishing  House,  1962,  p  32 
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It  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  were  all  together,  in  one 
place,  and  of  one  mind.  What  more  preparation  could  Christ's 
followers  make  than  to  be  present  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  place.  Luke  indicates  that  this  day  found  all  the 
disciples  in  one  place,  and  none  of  the  entire  number  was  absent. 
They  were  ready  when  the  Spirit  came. 

Of  course,  in  verse  four  is  the  never  to  be  forgotten  introduc- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  God's  people.  So  powerful  was  the 
Spirit's  presence  and  so  submitted  to  the  Spirit  were  these  people 
that  they  spoke  as  the  Holy  Spirit  would  have  them  speak.  Revival 
had  broken  out. 

When  Peter  speaks  (verse  lA)  he  is  acuating  this  inner  compul- 
sion which  thrusts  him  into  the  forefront  to  preach  which  culminated 
in  one  of  the  greatest  evangelistic  services  that  was  ever  known. 

Later  in  2:33,  one  theologian  says,  "Right  here  and  now  Peter's 
hearers  were  both  seeing  and  hearing  the  great  effects  of  the 
resurrection  involved,  the  exaltation  of  the  risen  Jesus,  his 
pouring  out  the  Spirit ,  and  the  miraculous  evidence  of  which  all 
were  seeing  and  hearing.  Peter  thus  goes  straight  to  his  goal:  he 
lays  up  stone  on  stone  with  perfect,  swift  mastery  until  the  arch 

Q 

is  complete." 

The  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  never  an  accident.   And  those 
to  whom  he  is  given  is  never  an  accident.   Preparation  must  be 


8.   Lenski,  RCH.  THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Publishing  House,  1962,  p  96 


made  by  both  sides,  and  in  this  case  preparation  had  been  made  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  by  Jesus'  disciples. 

CHAPTER  THREE  -  PROPAGATION  THROUGH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 
V. 12-26  -  The  Holy  Spirit  uses  Peter's  speech 

In  this  chapter  might  be  seen  Peter  speaking  with  a  little  more 
S5mpathy  and  appeal  to  Invitation  than  in  the  previous  chapter. 
Nonetheless  his  message  is  just  as  effective  if  not  more  so. 

The  express  purpose  of  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  is  to  equip  for 
witness  to  the  mighty  works  of  God  in  Christ  when  he  wrought  salva- 
tion in  Zion.  The  Spirit  is  not  to  be  exulted  in  for  his  own  sake 
but  rather  for  Christ's  sake.   It  is  in  the  strong  name  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  that  the  Spirit-filled  apostles  preach  and  do  their 

miraculous  works  of  love  (Acts  3:6);  the  Spirit  jealously  guards 

( 
the  honor  of  the  son  and  refuses  glory  himself  and  to  men  (John  16:14).' 

According  to  Luke,  however,  Jesus  in  his  last  interview  with 
his  disciples  told  them  to  wait  at  Jerusalem  for  the  baptism  of  the 
Spirit  (1:4,5).  The  disciples  interpreted  their  experience  on  the 
Day  of  Pentecost  as  both  a  fulfillment  of  the  ancient  promise  and 
a  vindication  of  their  Lord  (2:14-36).  In  the  Acts  the  possession 
of  the  Spirit  carries  with  it  outward  "signs"  such  as  could  not 
but  impress  the  world  (2:43);  but  it  carries  with  it  also  an  in- 
ward witness.. .righteousness,  peace,  and  joy.   The  Spirit  became 
a  guiding  power  in  the  lives  of  men,  as  when  he  led  Philip  to  the 
Ethiopian  eunch  (8:29),  or  as  when  he  told  Peter  to  deal  with  the 

9.   Douglas,  J.D.   THE  NEW  BIBLE  DICTIONARY.  Grand  Rapids :Erdmans 
Publishing  Co.,  1962,  p  553 


Gentile  Cornelius  (10:19),  or  as  when  he  directed  the  church  in 
the  selection  of  Paul  and  Barnabus  (13:2),  or  as  when  it  kept 
Paul  from  going  to  Bithynia  and  instead  opened  the  way  to  Mace- 
donia (16:7).  All  the  life  and  experience  of  the  young  Christian 
community  were  interpreted  from  the  standpoint  of  Spirit-action 
and  Spirit  possession.  The  Spirit  comes  of  faith  in  Christ;  for 
he  "falls  on  those  that  believe"  (10:44).-'-^ 

CKAPTER  FOUR  -  THE  POWER  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.8  -  Again  Peter  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  at  the  trial 
V.25-  Reference  to  David  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
V.31-  What  happens  when  people  pray 

When  Peter  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  at  his  trial  he  was 

thus  elevated  above  all  human  fear,  and  assisted  at  the  same  time 

to  make  such  a  defence  of  the  truth  as  the  occasion  required.   The 

Savious  had  authorized  the  disciples  to  expect  such  aid  under 

circumstances  like  these.   The  two  resulting  observations  from  the 

crown  were:  1.  These  men  were  untrained  and  unlearned.  2.  The 

observers  took  notice  that  these  men  (Peter  and  John)  had  been  with 

Jesus.   It  recalls  to  mind  the  Old  Testament  story  about  the  time 

that  King  Zedekiah  asked  Jeremiah,  "Is  there  any  word  from  the  Lord?" 

(Jeremiah  37:17).  And  he  could  reply  in  the  affirmative  because  he 

had  been  with  the  Lord.   Only  men  who  have  been  with  the  Lord  have 

any  message  for  mankind.   Peter  and  John  had  such  a  message  on  this 

particular  occasion. 


10.  Lewis,  Edwin.   MANUEL  OF  CHRISTIAN  BELIEFS.   Edinburgh :T&T 
Clark,  1927,  p  103 


This  evangelistic  fervor  continued  causing  the  church  in 
Jerusalem  to  unite  in  prayer.  And  their  prayer  was  answered. 
Notice  carefully  the  sequence  in  which  the  prayer  was  answered. 
First,  a  sign  was  given  to  indicate  that  the  prayer  was 
answered  ("The  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  assembled  toge- 
ther" V.31).  Next,  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It  was  this  filling  of  the  Spirit  that  enabled  the  disciples 
to  have  the  courage  to  declare  the  word  of  God  and  with  miracu- 
lous power  for  confirming  its  truth.  They  had  just  prayed  for 
assistance  in  both  respects.  Again  revival  had  struck  the  church. 
Now  notice  what  happens  after  the  Holy  Spirit  makes  his  presence 
known.   They  immediately  spoke  the  word  of  God  with  boldness. 
Second,  they  were  united.  Third,  there  was  a  spirit  of  selfless- 
ness. Fourth,  great  grace  was  upon  them  all.   Few,  if  any, 
instances  in  the  early  church  ever  recorded  sucha  period  of 
evangelism  as  did  this  church  in  Jerusalem. 

One  glorious  aspect  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  that  he  not  only 
works  with  individuals  but  he  also  deals  with  churches.   "The 
Holy  Spirit  constitutes  or  brings  into  being  a  church  by  bring- 
ing men  into  fellowship  with  one  another  in  Jesus  Christ." 
This  is  evangelism. 

"The  active  agent  in  brining  the  church  into  being  is  the 
Holy  Spirit.  A  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  a  product  of  the  activity 
of  the  Spirit.  As  the  Spirit  constitutes  the  individual  a  Christian 


11.  Conner,  W.T.   CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINES.  Nashville :Bro adman  Press, 1937, 
p  115 


by  bringing  him  into  right  relation  with  Christ,  so  the  Spirit 

constitutes  a  company  of  individuals  a  church  by  bringing  them 

12 
into  Christian  fellowship." 

"It  is  the  Spirit's  function  to  inspire  and  guide  the  worship 
and  work  of  the  church."    This  too  is  evangelism. 

"The  church  that  makes  out  its  program  of  worship  without 
reference  to  the  Holy  Spirit  forges t  what  worship  is  and  what 
it  is  for.  Those  people  today  who  insist  that  what  Christians 
need  first  of  all  is  a  restoration  of  the  power  to  work  miracles 
and  speak  with  tongues  have  evidently  not  read  Paul  understand ingly. 
Man's  first  need  is  in  the  moral  realm.  What  men  need  first  of  all 
is  to  be  made  the  right  kind  of  men.  The  power  to  work  physical 
miracles  would  not  bring  in  the  kingdom  of  God.   But  the  world  does 
need,  and  needs  desperately,  men  who  can  love  after  the  example  of 

Jesus.  The  world's  first  need  is  Christ-like  men  and  women.  Only 

lA 
the  Spirit  of  God  can  produce  them." 

A  great  accumulation  of  power  is  made  available  to  us  in  this 
chapter.  God  has  never  yet  sent  one  servant  upon  any  mission  with- 
out providing  the  power  necessary  to  perform  it. 

0 

"Prominant  in  the  New  Testament  is  the  doctrine  of  the  in- 
dwelling of  the  Holy  Spirit.   Christ  has  predicted  in  John  14:17 
concerning  the  spirit  of  truth,  "ye  know  him;  for  he  abideth  with 
you,  and  shall  be  in  you."  This  promise  of  the  indwelling  of  the 
Spirit  was  fulfilled  on  Pentecost,  when  the  indwelling  presence  of 

12.  Conner,  W.T.  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINES.  Nashville :Broadman  Press, 1937 
p  116 

13.  Ibid,  p  116 

14.  Ibid,  p  117 
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the  Spirit  became  the  common  possession  of  all  believers.  Hence, 
the  possession  of  the  Spirit  is  essential  to  salvation.  The 
presence  of  the  Spirit  is  the  seal  of  God  until  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion.  Prophesied  in  the  Gospels  and  occurring  for  the  first 
time  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit  is  defined 
in  I  Cor  12:13  as  placing  the  new  believer  in  the  body  of  Christ. ■'■^ 
CHAPTER  FIVE  -  THE  CHURCH  IS  PURGED  BY  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

v. 3  -  The  Holy  Spirit  is  lied  to  by  Ananias 

V.9  -  The  Holy  Spirit  is  lied  to  by  Sapphira 

v. 32  -  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  witness  to  the  resurrection 

Ananias  was  guilty  of  a  mortal  sin.  His  attempt  to  deceive  men 
was  a  minor  thing.   But  his  attempt  to  deceive  God  was  fatal.   Again, 
in  verse  9  the  remaining  half  of  this  family  attempted  to  test  the 
omniscience  of  the  Spirit  which  was  visibly  dwelling  in  the  Apostles 
and  the  Church.  To  do  this  was  to  tempt  the  Spirit  of  God.   "How 
did  Peter  gain  such  complete  knowledge  about  the  sin  of  Ananias? 
One  answer  to  this  question  is  found  in  I  Cor  12:10,  "and  to  another 
discerning  of  spirits."  In  the  case  before  us  Peter  had  even  more, 
namely  the  direct  revelation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  concerning  Ananias 
and  his  wife.""""^ 

Occasionally  a  church  needs  a  spiritual  catharsis.   It  certainly 
had  one  in  Jerusalem.   Because  the  disciples  felt  imperatively  bound 
to  obey  the  command  found  in  1:8  the  Holy  Spirit  enables  them  by 
also  testifying  to  the  resurrection.  True  evangelism  comes  not 
from  the  Christians  verification  alone  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 

15.  Walvoord,  John  F.  BASIC  CHRISTIAN  DOCTRINES.  New  York : Holt - 
Rinehart -Wins ton  1962,  p  165 

16.  Lenski,  RCH.  THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Publishing  House,  1962,  p  196 
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for  before  the  Christian  witness  ever  took  place  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  announce  the  resurrection.  That  is 
where  the  authenticity  of  the  Christian's  witness  comes  from. 
That  Peter  testified  to  the  resurrection  meant  nothing.   But  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  testified  to  the  resurrection  meant  everything. 

This  evangelistic  message  was  spoken  with  such  power  that  it 
caused  a  major  uproar  in  the  Sanhedrin.  The  apostles  defied 
literal  death.  But  even  in  the  fact  of  such  overpowering  opposition 
the  flame  of  evangelism  burned  "blow-torch  white." 

And  as  a  result  of  this  dedication  to  a  person  revival  erupted 

again.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  immediately  following 

Peter's  preaching  new  church  officers  were  elected  (6:1-6),  there 

was  rapid  growth  of  the  church  (6:7),  and  a  decon  turned  lay-preacher 

and  shook-up  the  Sanhedrin.  What  a  mighty  wave  of  revival. 

CHAPTER  SIX  -  PARTICIPATORS  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.5  -  Stephen,  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  selected  as  a  deacon 
V.3  -  Church  admonished  to  select  a  man  filled  with  the  Spirit 

As  is  true  in  every  case,  the  only  ones  who  can  function  properly 

in  Christian  service  (which  is  a  definite  function  of  evangelism)  are 

those  who  are  full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Notice  carefully 

that  the  responsibility  of  choosing  these  "distributors  of  relief" 

was  with  the  local  group  of  believers.  Certain  qualifications  were 

to  be  met  by  all  the  men  and  the  choosing  of  them  was  evidently  done 

in  decency  and  in  order.  Notice  also  that  these  seven  men  were  not 

commissioned  until  the  church  had  prayed  (v. 6).   "And  after  prayer, 

(then)  they  laid  hands  on  them"  and  (v. 4: 31)  "And  when  they  had 

prayed. .. (then)  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit." 
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Although  Stephen  was  arrested,  this  action  only  whetted  his 
appetite  to  preach  the  resurrection. 

CHAPTER  SEVEN  -  PROCLAMATION  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

v.1-50  -  The  Holy  Spirit  directs  Stephen  as  he  reviews 

the  nation's  history 
V.51   -  Stephen  blames  Jews  for  opposing  the  Holy  Spirit 
V.55   -  Only  men  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  see  the  glory 

of  God  and  Jesus 

Stephen  cuts  deeply  into  an  old  wound  as  he  gives  a  scathing 
denunciation  of  the  Jews.  For  these  Jews  a  report  of  their  past 
was  not  a  pleasant  one.  And  the  sad  part  of  this  whole  affair 
was  that  the  men  who  rejected  Stephen's  message  were  also  rejecting 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

And  yet  there  is  a  more  glorious  and  rewarding  side  to  this 
episode.  Possibly  there  has  never  been  and  never  will  be  another 
evangelistic  invitation  such  as  was  given  that  day  by  Stephen 
("And  I  can  see  heaven  wide  open  and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  at 
God's  right  hand"  7:56  Weymouth).  There  is  cause  for  belief  that 
there  were  more  than  just  the  Sanhedrin  present  to  hear  Stephen. 
He  wasn't  even  given  a  chance  to  sing  the  first  line  of  the  "invita- 
tion hymn"  before  this  illegally  gathered  mob  straightway  dragged 
him  outside  the  city  limits  and  stoned  him  to  death.   What  a  way 
to  begin  a  revival  meeting.   And  this  is  exactly  what  happened. 
For  Chapter  8,  verse  1  says  that  the  church  at  Jerusalem  was 
scattered  throughout  all  Judaea  and  Samaria.   Now,  whether  this 
scattering  was  voluntary  or  not  is  of  little  significance.   The 
outcome  of  this  dispersion  was  to  bear  heavily  on  the  influence  of 
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and  testimony  to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  throughout  all  the 
known  world.  That  is  evangelism  in  action. 

The  apostles  testified  only  to  convince.  They  were  not  actors. 
It  never  occurred  to  them  that  they  were  to  please  their  audiences. 
They  had  no  idea  of  entertaining  anyone.  They  preached  to  convince. 
From  the  opening  sentence  to  the  closing  appeal,  their  one  aim  was 
to  help  men  understand,  perceive  the  truth,  and  change  their  minds 

about  religion.  They  worked  for  a  verdict.  They  pulled  for  a 

17 
decision. 

II.  THE  CHURCH  IN  JUBAEA  AND  SAMARIA  (8  -  11) 

CHAPTER  EIGHT  &  NINE  -  PERSONAL  WORK  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

Ch  8  -  V.15  -  Peter  and  John  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  come' 
V.17  -  The  Holy  Spirit  comes  after  the  commissioning 
V.19  -  A  magician  tries  to  buy  the  Holy  Spirit 
V.29  -  The  Holy  Spirit  initiates  the  soul  winning  venture 
V.39  -  The  Holy  Spirit  removes  Philip 

Ch  9  -  v.17  -  Saul  is  instructed  by  Ananias 

V.31  -  The  Holy  Spirit  aids  the  spiritual  maturation  process 

In  this  new  outreach  of  the  church  Peter  and  John  quickly  find 

themselves  praying  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  come  upon  the  Samaritans. 

And  immediately  after  the  apostles  had  laid  their  hands  upon  them 

they  received  the  Holy  Spirit.   Samaria  was  never  the  same.  For 

the  disciples  hit  them  coming  and  going  (v. 25  "traveled  back  to 

Jerusalem,  making  known  the  gospel  also  in  many  of  the  Samaritan 

villages).   They  not  only  preached  all  the  way  to  Samaria  but  all 

the  way  back  to  Jerusalem. 


17.  Autrey,  C.E  BASIC  EVANGELISM,  Grand  Rapids rZonderv an  Publishing 
1959,  p  36 
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The  key  to  evangelism  is  found  in  the  story  of  Philip  and  the 
Eunuch.  Note  carefully  -  when  men  initiate  the  witnessing  expedi- 
tion then  everything  relating  to  it  is  void.  But  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  commences  the  act  and  prepares  the  way  for  making  disciples 
then  all  is  valid  -  (v. 28  "then  the  Spirit  said  to  and  join  that 
Chariot").  And  just  as  the  Holy  Spirit  made  a  way  possible  for 
the  witness  of  the  resurrection  so  also  he  makes  a  way  for  an 
appropriate  exit  -  (v39). 

In  chapter  nine  the  familiar  story  of  the  conversion  of  Saul 
Is  related.  To  try  to  relate  Saul's  position  or  relationship  to 
evangelism  would  involve  the  remainder  of  the  book  of  Acts.   It 
will  merely  be  stated  here  that  Ananias  was  the  instrument  through 
which  God  would  work  to  return  Saul's  sight  and  to  fill  him  with 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

One  element  of  the  early  church  that  must  be  mentioned  is  the 
fact  that  in  all  this  evangelistic  fervor  there  was  never  the 
element  of  stagnation  or  rigidity.  Their  lives  and  message  were 
flexible  to  the  point  that  there  was  the  possibility  of  maturing 
in  Christlikeness.  This  is  why  the  church  grew.  Verse  31  states 
that  the  church  "was  built  up... grew  in  numbers ...  lived  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord... and  lived  in  the  encouragement  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 
These  are  the  elements  that  make  for  constant  revival  -  elements 
that  enable  growth. 

The  spirit  of  evangelism  which  is  basic  in  soul-winning  cannot 
endure  apart  from  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
Holy  Spirit  empowers.  Illumines,  preserves,  and  guides  the  soul- 
winner.   The  Holy  Spirit  makes  Christ  real  to  the  Christian.   The 
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evangelism  of  the  apostles  became  most  effective  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  There  would  be  no 
conviction  of  sin,  no  enabling  power,  no  mighty  drive,  no  revolu- 
tionary proportions,  without  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  enthusiasm  of 
sealous  disciples  would  not  long  survive  this  world  of  sin  without 
the  burning  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

CHAPTER  TEN  -  PREACHING  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.19  -  The  Holy  Spirit  instructs  Peter  to  go  to 

Cornelius '  house 
V.38  -  Reference  to  Jesus  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
V-.4A-47  -  Gentiles  receive  the  Holy  Spirit 

A  key  move  in  the  evangelistic  outreach  of  these  early  churches 
was  to  expend  this  mission  compassion  that  had  overcome  them.  This 
message  of  the  resurrection  was  not  a  racial  redemption  for  the  Jews. 
It  was  a  soul  redemption  for  all  men.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  these  people  in  Caesarea,  who  were  Gentiles,  received  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  were  baptized. 

For  the  Gospel  to  have  gone  as  far  north  as  Caesarea  was  a 
great  feat  for  that  time.  Travel  was  difficult.  Many  of  the  local 
economies  were  poor.  Health  factors  were  worse.  Rome  was  suppressing 
the  world  with  its  military  might.  There  were  seemingly  no  favorable 
conditions  in  which  the  gospel  might  be  presented.   And  this  was 
typical  of  most  New  Testament  times.   But  what  distinguished  these 
early  missionaries  was  their  inner  drive,  this  sense  of  devotion 
and  duty  that  could  not  lie  dormant,  to  preach  the  message  of  God. 
And  the  apostles  efforts  were  rewarded  as  the  Holy  Spirit  fell  on 
all  who  were  listening  to  Che  word. 
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The  scriptures  relate  the  astonishment  of  the  Jews  who  were 
present  at  this  particular  service.  This  is  natural.  There  is 
always  amazement  and  awe  when  the  Holy  Spirit  transforms  lives, 
especially  when  they  relate  to  traditional  forms  and  fables.  As 
in  every  case  the  Holy  Spirit  used  the  preaching  of  a  prepared 
messenger  with  a  prepared  message  to  transform  the  lives  of 
repentant  sinners.  And  in  our  daily  ministering  we  must  be  pre- 
pared men  with  a  ready  witness  for  those  eager  to  know  Christ. 

Paul's  entire  conception  of  the  Christian  life  involves  at 
every  point  the  presence  and  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Believer's  "walk  in  the  Spirit."  They  are  commanded  to  "grieve 

not  the  Spirit,"  to  be  "filled  with  the  Spirit."  Paul's  own 

18 
preaching  was  "in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit." 

III.  THE  CHURCH  IN  ANTIOCH  (11  -  12) 

CHAPTER  ELEVEN  -  PROCEEDING  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.  12  -16  -  Peter  retells  story  of  Holy  Spirit  with 

Gentiles 
V.  24     -  Bamabus  sent  to  Antioch 
V.  28     -  Agabus  predicts  famine 

The  Holy  Spirit  has  a  strange  way  of  dealing  with  men.  The 
evangelistic  message  now  travels  northward  to  Antioch.  To  the 
Jews  this  Gentile  invasion  was  humiliating.   Intruders  and  out- 
casts had  now  been  invited  to  share  the  same  intimate  relationship 
with  Christ  that  the  Jews  had  known.   In  these  very  acts  of  "discip- 
ling  while  goind"  once  again  can  be  seen  the  burning  compassion  that 
so  engulfed  these  men  of  God. 

18.  Mullins,  E.Y.  THE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION  AND  ITS  DOCTRINAL  EXPRESSION, 
Philadelphia: Judson  Press,  1917,  p  204 
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As  evidence  of  revival  with  Gentiles  a  church  was  formed  In 
Antloch.  And  because  Bamabus  was  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  his 
messages  caused  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  believers. 

There  must  have  been  a  distinct  effect  of  this  resurrection 
message  on  the  city  of  Antloch  for  it  is  here  that  the  name 
"Christian"  is  first  attached  to  these  disciples  (v. 26).  Whether 
this  nickname  was  a  term  of  derision  or  a  mere  accident  has  little 
significance.  What  is  important  is  that  there  was  such  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  believers  of  Jesus'  resurrection  and  those  who 
weren't  believers,  that  these  believers  had  to  be  called  something. 
And  pl-ase  observe  this... their  name  related  them  to  the  person 
whom  they  preached  and  not  to  a  particular  teaching  concerning 
Jesus . 

CHAPTER  TWELVE  -  PROSPERITY  AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

V.7  -  The  Holy  Spirit  speaks  through  angels 
13:2  -  The  Holy  Spirit  sets  apart  Bamabus  and  Saul 

In  their  zealousness  to  outwardly  express  their  faith  in  God 
these  young  Christians  met  to  pray  for  the  release  of  Peter  from 
jail.  Little  did  they  realize  the  power  of  prayer. 

The  capstone  of  the  "home  mission"  venture  is  to  witness  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  He  sets  apart  Bamabus  and  Saul  "for  the  work  to  which 
I  have  called  them"  (13:2)  And  immediately  after  the  leadership 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  there  was  a  period  of  fasting,  prayer,  and  the 
laying  on  of  hands.   Every  possible  provision  was  made  ready  for 
the  equiping  of  these  two  itenerant  evalgelists.   The  Holy  Spirit 
truly  inaugurated  a  definite  plan  for  reaching  the  lost.   As  will 
be  seen  in  the  missionary  journies  of  Bamabus  and  Saul  nothing 
is  more  enriching  and  rewarding  than  a  job  for  the  Master.  This 
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is  true  evangelism. 


CONSLUSION 


We  who  seek  to  make  disciples  may  take  ourselves  too  seriously. 
We  may  assume  that  it  all  depends  on  our  human  wisdom  and  effort, 
our  shrewd  planning  an-  eloquent  preaching,  our  skillful  approach 
and  persistent  persuasion,  our  attractive  message  and  effective 
method.   True,  we  are  to  do  our  part  and  our  best;  but  Jesus 
makes  it  clear  that  it  is  not  within  our  power  alone  to  convict 
of  sin,  to  turn  to  righteousness,  to  save  from  the  judgment.  The 
most  eloquent  sermon  ever  preached  never  saved  a  soul.  The  most 
sbillful  personal  worker  who  ever  practiced  the  art  never  by 
himself  turned  a  sinner  to  righteousness.  No  church,  however, 
perfected  its  ceremonies  and  sacraments  ever  enabled  a  guilty 
sinner  to  escape  the  judgment.  We  are  human  instruments  which 
he  needs,  but  the  first  and  last  word  in  the  experience  of  sal- 
vation must  be  spoken  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  may  win  followers 
of  ourselves,  members  of  our  churches,  believers  in  our  creeds; 

but  the  Holy  Spirit  must  convince  of  sin  and  of  righteousness 

19 
and  of  Judgment. 

The  only  true  "pulpit  giant"  is  the  Holy  Spirit  himself, 
who  can  take  the  words  of  Scripture,  whether  worn  with  over- 
familiarity  and  use  or  obscured  by  the  crust  of  time  and  place, 
and  make  them  live  in  the  midst  of  a  congregation's  worship. 
The  only  true  preacher  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  can  light  up  the 


19.  Dobbins,  Gaines  S.   EVANGELISM  ACCORDING  TO  CHRIST.  Na shvi 11 e2.Bro ad- 
man Press,  1949,  p  147  _ 
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minister's  dull  thoughts  and  prosaic  way  of  speech,  and  make  them 
vehicles  of  divine  truth.  The  only  true  preacher  is  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  can  take  the  common  places  of  worship  in  any  church 
and  use  them  to  call  a  church's  members  to  their  real  nature  as 
the  Body  of  Christ. 
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